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SUBJECT: SOVIET PROPAGANDA ON KING EAISAL'S ASSASSINATION 

EOR THE AMBASSADOR 

1. THE COUNSELOR CALLED IN SOVIET DCM VORONTSOV MARCH 31 
AND INFORMED HIM ON THE SECRETARY'S INSTRUCTIONS THAT WE 
ARE DISTURBED BY THE OUTPOURING OP SOVIET RADIO AND PRESS 
MATERIALS WHICH IN EPFECT ACCUSE THE US OF COMPLICITY 
IN THE ASSASSINATION OP KING FAISAL. HE PASSED SELECTED 
QUOTATIONS TO VORONTSOV. THE COUNSELOR SAID SUCH REPORTS 
ARE MALICIOUS AND UNACCEPTABLE, AS WELL AS BEING TOTALLY 
UNTRUE. HE ALSO NOTED THAT WE HAVE BECOME AWARE THAT 
SOVIET DIPLOMATS IN THE MIDDLE EAST ARE MAKING SIMILAR 
COMMENTS TO REPRESENTATIVES OP MIDDLE EAST GOVERNMENTS. 
HEURGEDTHAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT BRING AN END TO ALL 
SUCH ACTIVITIES IN THE PRESS AND OTHERWISE. HE ADDED THAT 
THE SECRETARY HAD SPECIPICALLY STATED THAT IF THIS CAM- 
PAIGN CONTINUES WE CAN ONLY THINK THAT IT IS THE! .INF, OF 
THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT. SUCH A LINE CAN ONLY BE CONSTRUED 
AS UNPRIENDLY. HE NOTED THAT AMBASSADOR STOESSELHAD 
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THE PUBLICATION OF THE PRAVDA ARTICLE ON MARCH 30. 

2. VORONTSOV COMMENTED THAT WE SEEMED TO BE READING 
MORE INTO THE PRESS MATERIALS THAN WE SHOULD. HE THOUGHT 
IT RIDICULOUS TO THINK WE MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN THE ASSASS- 
INATION OF A LEADER WHO WAS PRO-AMERICAN, SAID IT WAS NOT 
IN THE INTEREST OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT TO GIVESUCH 
AN IMPRESSION, AND NOTED THAT THE US PRESS WAS THE LEAD- 
ING PURVEYOR OF THIS SPECULATION. THE COUNSELOR SAID 
THAT WAS NO EXCUSE FOR THE SOVIET PRESS. AFTER SOME 
DISCUSSION OF THE RELATIVE MALEABILITY OF THE US AND 
SOVIET PRESS, VORONTSOV SAID HE WOULD REPORT THE DEMARCHE 
IMMEDIATELY TO MOSCOW. KISSINGER 
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